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Pagan World,

the Newsletter of the

Pagan Federation International
Hi everyone,

As I write this, it is not a happy time in the world. Once again, bombs are dropping, people are dying and it seems that hate reigns. It does not matter who is right and who is wrong in the current conflict in Iraq. A war, no matter what the excuse or reason, is simply an awful thing. It seems that in this year 2003, humanity really hasn’t come very far after all since we still have the need to kill each other. 

As the words ‘Peace on Earth and good will towards men’ become only meaningless words written on a Christmas greeting card, maybe the only thing we can do is count our blessings. Even the poorest of us reading this has a full belly and has never needed to fight for a bottle of water in the street… 

The idealized version of Earth as seen in Star Trek is a long way off. Their world is a place where people of different races, nationalities and religions live side by side having mutual respect for each other’s culture and the world is at peace. Will this ideal world ever get a chance? I don’t know. I can only hope and pray that before its too late, the people of this Earth join hands and work together to make this world a better place for all of God’s creatures. 

Bright Blessings,

Diana Aventina

The Inner Mysteries Weekend led by Janet Farrar and Gavin Bone– an impression

by Morgana

(PFI Weekend, Belgium 7-8-9 March 2003)

At first I was going to call this a report and yet “an impression” is far more likely  to convey the totality of the weekend. 

I should start by saying that this particular weekend intensive is one that Janet & Gavin have held in other places including Australia. When I saw the programme they had used for Australia I was immediately interested. And in the summer of 2002 Freya and I started plotting.. 
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    Yes, Janet & Gavin were certainly interested in coming over to Belgium to give the weekend and to be sponsored by the PF International. And so it was that we all began to gather for the “Inner Mysteries Weekend” on a sunny but cold March day in a place just south of Brussels, in Belgium. 

The 40 participants included Belgians, Dutch and Germans and included newcomers to paganism as well as experienced witches. Half of us knew each other, whilst others were newcomers not only to paganism but to Wicca too. A mixed bunch certainly. 

     As we made our introductions Janet & Gavin proceeded to draw a Wiccan circle whilst debunking several myths surrounding traditional Gardnerian and Alexandrian practice. In fact this was going to be a weekend where a number of myths were going to be de-mystified. And yet I never had the feeling that the core material of Wicca was thrown out of the window. 

No,  we started looking at what we already have and hold it up against the light. 

     One rule for example, which most witches stringently adhere to, is that the Athame must be blunt and should never be used to draw blood. However as Janet told us IF you were rich enough to own a knife a few centuries ago, you would most certainly use it to prepare meat such as skinning a rabbit. It would most certainly be a sharp knife! 

     Witches are practical folk and since we had a drawn a circle we put it to use and did some work for a fellow PF member who had been operated on in hospital that morning. Having closed the circle and thanked the elemental spirits we proceeded with a snack and a drink and got to know each other better. 

     The following morning we made a prompt start at 10am with a discussion about the Chakra’s and their relevance to the drawing of the Circle and working as an individual. During a Chakra exercise Janet gathered a ball of energy, which was passed around the circle. Later we had to give our impression of what we had felt – amazingly many people had the same impressions and several key words emerged. And even more amazing was the list of key words, which Janet read from a piece of paper which she had written down before we did the exercise! It was also this kind of exercise that contributed to a group feeling, which continued to grow throughout the weekend. 

     And once again the energy we had collected was bundled and used to support the efforts for world peace. (It was also International Women’s Day – so not surprisingly one of the ladies did the honours.) 

     In the afternoon Gavin introduced the concept of “Deity”. In fact the whole weekend was devoted to exploring personal deity. This was something, which both Janet & Gavin feel is sadly lacking, in modern witchcraft. In Voodoo and Santeria, the Afro Caribbean syncretic religions, the Orishas are most certainly alive and have never been forgotten. Our European Gods and Goddesses are, in contrast,  still very much forgotten and need re-awakening. The pagan religions of Wicca, Druidry and Asatru etc should be looking at the ways in which deity is being invoked. 
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  Drawing Down the Moon for example, as the central focus of an Esbat, should be an experience in which the priestess is a conduit for the Goddess (and likewise the priest can also invoke the God.) We should not be afraid of total possession. The Gods are real and have a character but they have no physical body. We should allow them to come through and communicate with us. The adage that the Gods only exist as long as we remember them is most certainly true. And Europe has a wonderful rich pagan history so we should be including trance possession in our training. Janet & Gavin gave us several ways in which we could practice this. Janet later led us through an inner journey to meet a Living Goddess. 

     In the evening session Gavin led a shamanic journey so that we could meet our Power Animal. The dance, which evolved, from this journey moved slowly into the drum circle that rounded off a most invigorating day. Gavin later explained the difference between Totemic (mythological), Messenger and Power animals. Power animals are our guides because they represent our primordial selves, the ID of Jungian Psychology

     On Sunday we looked at Wiccan cosmology. The Circle is the main pattern of Wiccan philosophy, with a central axis rather like the Northern Tradition with the World Tree “Ygdrassil”. We can move along the periphery of the circle or go up and down the axis. The Underworld has always played a major role in the Mysteries. In the Craft it can help us to heal ourselves and rediscover our natural talents. 

     Janet led a inner journey in which we met Isis. This was a most powerful experience and many participants were moved as they recalled their own sorrow. And yet it was a cathartic experience as one participant later noted, “I cried constantly for an hour but now I feel great…” 

     And finally Gavin helped us to create our own sacred space – our own Astral Temple. We could go back, when we went home and continue to add things as we needed them – and occasionally tidy up too… 

     And then it was time to close the circle properly, to tidy up and say our farewells. For newcomers and experienced witches alike this was a wonderful weekend – mainly because it was so personal. Janet & Gavin didn’t imply that one way was right or wrong but left us to decide what is right for us. To allow us to worship the Gods who choose us and to serve them in the best Pagan Tradition. 

I would personally like to thank Freya and Dio for organising this weekend and to Janet & Gavin for inspiring us in a humoristic and yet dedicated way. 

Morgana, March 16, 2003

India offers Pagan leadership

By Frederic Lamond, PFI Austria

From 4 to 9 May I attended the first Council of the Elders of Ancient Traditions and Cultures in Mumbai (formerly Bombay) India.  With a history of 50 years behind them Gardnerian Wicca and the broader Western Pagan revival movement are hardly “ancient” traditions, but Dr Yashwant Pathak, the organiser, assured me last summer that even recent revivals of Nature worship would be welcome.  As for being an Elder, I qualified chronologically if not hierarchically.  

The Council brought some 200 people together, more than half of whom were Indian,[image: image10.jpg]


 including many Americans, South Africans and Australians of Indian origin, and a large contingent of Himalayan tribesmen from Arundha Pradesh (the former North East Frontier Agency).  The African religions were also well represented, in contrast to their regrettable absence from the 1999 Parliament of World Religions in Cape Town.  The Yoruba Orisha tradition was represented both by 4 magnificently attired Afro-American women from the Yoruba Temple in Washington, DC;  and by the 79 year old chief Orisha priest in Trinidad and the current poet laureate of  Trinidad (not Sir Vidya Naipaul).  The Zulu tradition was represented by two white South African men and two white American nurses currently staying in South Africa.  We also had a real black Zulu but he practises Hinduism and  was preparing to visit Sai Baba after the Council.  The Queen Mother of the Ashanti in Ghana was also there, accompanied by an American woman, and there were two people from Kenya.

There were five Native Americans:  a  Native Caribbean from Trinidad, a Cherokee,  a hereditary Squamish chief from Canada and her mother an Okanoogan, and a Mayan lady from El Salvador.  A Tahitian lady now living in Hawai, and a Hindu born in Fiji who now teaches at a New Zealand university represented Polynesia. There was even a Zoroastrian priest and two Orthodox Jewish rabbis from Israel: although patriarchal monotheists they do not proselytise and were thus welcome.  Only the white world was underrepresented. There were three American women, including a Unitarian Universalist, and five Europeans:  the two leaders of the Romuvan tradition in Lithuania, a Scottish lady, a Dutch lady married to a Surinam man and myself.

Twenty-five of us had signed up for a Delhi based tour of North India from 25 January to 2 February, and this was a real eye-opener.  After a tour of the magnificent recently built Hindu temples of Delhi on the first day,  we attended the Republic Day parade on 26 January:  one hour of  armed forces parading amid their military hardware, followed by an hour of  Indian tribes in their traditional costumes.  We were then guests of honour at a reception given by the Minister of Defence, followed by another reception in the evening given by the Minister of Technology.  At both venues we were one-third of the invitees, the remainder being other ministers and a large press contingent who interviewed most of us.  After a two day trip to Rishikesh on the Ganges and back, the Wednesday 29 January saw us attending a presentation of tribal dances from the Eastern Himalayas and another reception, this time at the home of the Minister of Tribal Affairs.  

The organisers of our tour of North India were four volunteers from the RSS, the National Voluntary Service founded in 1925 to reinvigorate and defend the Hindu way of life (Hindutva), which is represented politically by the BJP, the leaders in the current Indian coalition government. As the head of the RSS office in Delhi explained to us, the RSS regards Hinduism not as a religion (that was a British invention) but as a way of life and culture with many religions; the way of life of the people living East of the Indus river, hence the name.  “We were the first multireligious society in the world and have always been. Religions have always played and continue to play an important part in Hindu culture, and we are trying to make all Indians proud of their spiritual traditions.  All religions are welcome in India, and we are encouraging them to stay faithful to their inherited traditions.”  “Does that include Christianity and Islam?” I asked.  “Certainly,” he replied, “the trouble is that they don’t identify with our multi-religious culture.  The Muslims regard themselves part of another culture – Islam – and feel they have more in common with Arabs than their fellow Indians, whom they regard as infidels.  As for the Christian churches, many of them – especially the US-based Protestant missions – still go in for aggressive proselytising among the tribes,  and tell them to reject their ancestral traditions and regard them as Satanic.  All the trouble we have had with the Nagas, who fought for decades to secede from India, was due to the fact that they had been converted to Christianity.”
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During the tour Naveem – one of our RSS minders – explained it further.  “For many years we rather neglected the Himalayan hill tribes.  They had cohesive cultures, fed themselves from their surroundings, looked after each other and had no unemployment, drug taking or other social problems.  They are getting on fine, we thought, let us not interfere!  Unfortunately, that opened a gap which the Christian missions exploited. They built schools and hospitals in the tribal areas, but the schools then taught the Christian religion to the children, whom they encouraged to let themselves be baptised.  And being baptised means getting a new Western name and rejecting all their ancestral traditions.  So we (the RSS) are now engaged in a major effort to bring schools and hospitals to the tribal areas, teach them modern skills like computing, but tell them to stay faithful to their ancestral traditions and take pride in them!”  But he did not defend every Hindu tradition.  “We deplore the caste system and untouchability, and regard as Brahmins (teachers) those who have attained a high degree of spirituality, not the members of a particular caste.”

We were certainly able to see for ourselves the importance religion plays in Indian daily life. In Delhi, a magnificent Hindu temple dedicated to the monkey god Hanuman, and the ISKCON Lotus flower temple were both built within the last 10 years.  Not far from the hotel near Mumbai airport where I spent my last two nights in India the finishing touches were being put to a new Jain temple, and many a street stall has a little shrine of Ganesh, the elephant god of good fortune.

So where did we foreign Pagans fit in, and why were we given such a red carpet treatment, normally given only to high level trade delegations?  To show the Himalayan hill tribes, for whose souls the RSS is conducting such a fight against the Christian missionaries, that resistance to Christianisation is not an Indian peculiarity but is a world wide fight by all cultural traditions to resist homogenisation into a single Christian cum Hollywood consumerist culture.  That is why such a large contingent of different Himalayan tribes had been invited to the Council with all expenses paid by the RSS.  There they heard in five days of lectures and cultural events about the efforts of Africans, Afro-Americans, Native Americans and Polynesians to defend their ancestral religions against the oppressive Christian proselytisation that they had had to endure, as well as from Europeans about our efforts to revive our Nature-worshipping Pagan traditions.  At the end of the Council most us signed the Mumbai Manifesto, which I have attached separately.

And it was also to show us from outside India that the BJP’s Hindu nationalism – which has had quite a critical press in the West – is not bigoted nor directed against any of India’s many religions. Hence our invitation to the Republic Day parade, in which so many tribes were represented, and to a spectacle of traditional tribal dances.  And above all, it was to tell us gently and tactfully that we have their support in defending our traditions or – in the case of Europeans – reviving them after 1500 years of  Christian suppression.

Nor was this a one-off effort by the current Indian government: it seems to be a worldwide effort by the Hindu diaspora.  In Trinidad, the party supported by the Hindu inhabitants of the island won last year’s election. They promptly reached out to the Afro-Caribbean community and especially the practitioners of the Yoruban religious tradition.  They paid the airfares to India of the two Orisha practioners and the Native Caribbean from Trinidad.  And another Council of Elders is already being planned for 2006 to take place in Washington, DC.  Its theme will be “Spirituality beyond Religion.” 

 I am trying to persuade the organisers to set up an Email group, and to take an interest in the United Religions Initiative and the Parliament of World Religions planned for 2004 in Barcelona.  Western Pagans should also decide how far we want to be involved actively with this world wide movement. 

For further information contact:

WORLD COUNCIL OF ELDERS OF THE ANCIENT TRADITIONS AND CULTURES

International Center for Cultural Studies (ICCS), USA Inc

3607 Haystack Lane, Bensalem, PA 19020 Tel/Fax: 215-639-8364, Email: iccsus@yahoo.com
First International Conference and Gathering of the Elders

4th Feb to 9th Feb 2003, Mumbai, India

                    MUMBAI MANIFESTO

Unanimously Adopted Proclamation Manifested on 9th Feb 2003
PREAMBLE

At the start of the New Millenium, humanity stands at a critical crossroads of history. In the midst of tremendous strides in scientific and technological progress and material comforts, there is an urgent need for spiritual and moral resurgence for ensuring the well-being of the human family, for preserving the larger living world and for strengthening the foundations of durable universal peace.

We, the participants at the First International conference and Gathering of the Elders of the Ancient Traditions and Cultures and Children of  Mother Earth firmly affirm the following:

I. We assert that all human beings are born equal and have equal rights to live peacefully on Mother Earth.

* Peace and Prosperity, at global level, can be realised only when the conflicts within and between the communities vanish and we develop a spirit of tolerance.

* We vow to strive for  World Peace and Prosperity by working towards achieving a bond of humanity between different cultures and traditions in order to bring about a synthesis of the cultures of  East, West, North and  South of  Mother Earth.

II.   This sacred universe, full of mysteries, is The Divine Manifestation. All of us have drawn our inspiration from the rich heritage of our ancestors, who as a part of their spiritual pursuit had realized as a part of their spiritual pursuit that The Omniscient and The Omnipresent Divinity manifests in different forms. We affirm that:

* We consider ourselves an integral part of The Divine Creation and should relate to each other as Children of Mother Earth.

*  All spiritual and religious traditions and humanitarian philosophies ultimately lead us to the same divinity and same salvation.

III. We have inherited from our ancestors  rites and rituals to invoke Divinity, by different names and different forms.  We proclaim that –

* We have equal rights to follow our own traditions, rituals and spiritual and religious philosophies that are not harmful or threatening to others’ existence.

* If we follow these rites and rituals properly, which are in perfect tune with nature and the environment, it can solve many environmental problems that humanity is facing today.

* It is time for all of us to come together and revive the ancient traditions and customs,  which are in tune with scientific and spiritual knowledge for promoting an understanding within our communities and  globally.
IV.  We declare that we will work together towards

·  Reducing all sorts of exploitation that have continued in the name of race, religion and economy.

·  Highlighting the pains and trauma of religious conversions made on the presumption that others’ traditions, cultures or religions are inferior, and thus create an awareness to stop any religious conversions.

· Bringing about an understanding within different cultures and build up an atmosphere that will be conducive to the development of humanity as whole. 
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News from Pagan Federation International” – SPRING 2003

Introducing PFI World and PFI Scandinavia & Finland

By Morgana

Most of the PFI National Coordinators have been profiled, but not all. Now I would like to introduce our NC’s Sara & Magnus who are partners and live in Sweden. Sara is the coordinator for the “World” members of the PFI. These are members who don’t have a National Coordinator in their own country. Magnus is the NC for PFI Scandinavia and Finland

M: Hallo Sara and Magnus,

Both of you are involved in the Pagan Federation International. Can you tell us a little about how you became involved?
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Sara: I had heard about the PF from my old HPS and tried for a while to become a member. I didn’t become one until dear Anthony Kemp, who was then the new International Coordinator, inherited a shoebox with my letter together with other foreign letters. I went to the PF conference in Acton town 1996, met other pagans and wanted somehow to get involved in the PF start-up in Sweden. It did not turn out that way but I started to do the PFI newsletter "Europa" (which later became "Pagan World"- Morgana) together with Magnus and we later was asked to become the NC of the rest of the World. NC World sounds grander though…

M: Yes I remember our meeting in Acton in ’96. Lady Bara and I thought we were the only foreign visitors until we met up. We were so thrilled!

Magnus: I became a member through meeting Sara, as simple as that. Sara and I became a couple right after Sara came back from a PF conference in London, we went together to Edinburgh for a weekend shortly after and all we talked about was pagan stuff, so PF has been a part of our lives right from the start. I remember Sara sitting in a local bar in Scotland singing “Witchcraft” to me by Frank Sinatra; I have been bewitched ever since.

M:  Sara, you are the World coordinator. We actually call you "NC for Rest of the World" which isn't very complimentary when I think about it. But you do get some exotic emails don't you? Can you tell us a little about the kind of people who approach you and where they live? How do they find out about the Pagan Federation?

Sara: The people who e-mail me have found us through the website but the people, who still are quite many, who write regular “snail-mail” letters say they have read about the PF in some magazine or book. Normally I have never heard about that book/magazine, many hardly know what PF is and request the strangest things. Sometimes they do live in exotic, remote countries, I have had inquiries and members in Hong Kong, Mauritius and Japan.  

Many people are sincere seekers and pagans but there are also a few who think we are into demons and wants to get a hang of the dark side. There seem to be a growing interest in witchcraft and how to do spells right now from young girls in Poland. I have had many contacts with pagan men who want to start their own coven or wonder how to spread the pagan faith in Africa.

This might sound harsh – but some just write and requests books and other things, many presume that the PF is a wealthy organisation with paid employees who have a lot of time and money to deal with matters like this. Most of the time they do not even inquire of how to become a member.

During my time as a NC I believe that most new members are from Italy and Spain (a lot of ex-pats). Europe is on the go, the Baltic and East European countries do write, but seldom become members in the end. 
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M:  PFI actually grew out of a "Pen-pal" service. How have things changed in the last 5 years? 

Sara: There is such a difference, we are well organized and have good contacts between the countries. We kind of got our own “PFI-soul”. There are many new pub moots and conferences. 

M: Magnus - you have had the unfortunate task of replacing Laila our NC Scandinavia who died in October 2002? How are things now? 

Magnus: Laila played a very large part of the pagan community in Sweden, we will all miss her and all the hard work she has done for all of us. 

My first task is just to sort out the memberships for Scandinavia, naturally, Laila wasn’t able to deal with this during her illness. I am also trying to set up a website for Scandinavia, which isn’t so easy. Dealing with PF Scandinavia is sort of the same thing as with Rest-of-the-World region. We have four different languages in our region. I need everything to be translated into four languages and so far no members have offered their help. It would not be right to have it only in Swedish, my own language.

I am encouraging people to set up pub moots in different towns, I run one together with Sara in Stockholm, Sweden. At least three more pub moots are active in different towns at the moment. Sara and I also make a pagan newsletter in Swedish for whoever is interested, we are trying to work out how to make it available to PF members as well.

M: Magnus, many members in the PF are Wiccan. Are there considerably more Asatru people in the Scandinavian countries or are the members still predominantly Wiccan?

Magnus: Almost all of the PF members here are Wiccans. Most pagan people in Scandinavia are asatruers, and already organized in different groups, some quite large and old, sort of similar like PF but only for Nordic path followers. Some are even forming tax granted “churches” in Sweden. There are also a couple of organisation aimed mainly at Wiccans and witches like Nordisk Paganistforbund (mixed asatruers and witches) in Norway, and vitkaforbundet (mainly witches), Sweden and four big Wiccan organisations in Finland, which makes it hard for PF to compete. We have to start co-operating more with each other and explaining what PF stands for.

M: How do you see the PF International progressing? Any suggestions??!!

Magnus:  If PF international is going to survive, Pagan Dawn will have to be more international in its approach. Many of our Scandinavian members become members to know more about what happens in Great Britain only, because they still see it as an English organisation. Every region needs to get more things going under the PF/PFI-name and cooperate more and share information from every part of the world, otherwise there is little benefit in being a PFI-member over local organisation or PF-Great Britain. “Pagan World”, our newsletter is a good start.

M: It was great seeing you both at the recent London conference. As I said earlier I seem to 

remember Lady Bara & I met Sara in 1996 at the PF conference held in Acton. 

We were the only overseas attendees then! In 2002, 10 national coordinators 

attended and many more PFI members. We even had our own display, which was 

easily filled by the various PFI initiatives.

Our own Dutch Conference planned for May 10, 2003 is already sold out and I have heard that PFI Germany is planning a conference for 2004. And by the time you read this PFI Canada will have had their March conference. Isobel & Jose also have regular meets in Lisbon.

But for more up-to-date information please go to www.paganfederation.org  for contact addresses

To all the PFI team keep up the good work!

Bright blessings at Springtime,

Morgana

And Blessings from a country covered in snow, Magnus and Sara

Email addresses

morgana@paganfederation.org
sara@world.paganfederation.org
winterwillow@se.paganfederation.org
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Celebrate EARTH DAY 2003 with PFI Portugal 
 IN THE NORTHERN TRADITION

Sunday, 20 April 2003 at 14h. 

 

On this day, Pagans of the whole world unite for a practical day, working in the wilderness, cleaning green areas, gardens and beaches, planting trees in deforested or dying areas. A feeling of respect and love by the Earth - this Celebration is the common bond that unites Pagans of various Traditions. Everything culminating in a moment of dedication and meditation for the Earth on which we live. She who sustain us and nourishes us...

 

"May our lives be a constant celebration, And in each new day,

Awake the very best inside of us all."

--Isobel Andrade

 

We’ll meet at 14:00 with a scheduled end time of 17:30. Instructions

and location of the Event will be delivered when signing up. Fee per person: 5

Euros.

 

For more information on this and all PFI Portugal activities, contact 

Isobel Andrade mailto:isobel@sapo.pt
Coordenadora Nacional PORTUGAL

PFI-Portugal

http://planeta.clix.pt/paganpages/pfiportugal/index.htm
Do not Stand on my Grave and Weep 

by Rosie Trenta, PFI Italia
(Dedicated to her father, Brizio Leonardo Trenta, who was born on the 27th of December 1922 and left this incarnation on the 28th of November 2002. He was a man in touch with Nature and its elements, a Pagan in spirit, who always joined in his daughter's rituals.- Diana) 
My father brought happiness to everybody, with his lovely smile and distinctive sense of humour. This poem represents what he would have wanted us to feel in such a moment of deep sadness:
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[image: image16.wmf]Do not stand at my grave and weep;
I am not there. I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning's hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry;
I am not there. I did not die.
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PFI Announcements
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NEW WEBSITE PFI BRAZIL!

The PF International are proud to announce that PFI Brazil now has its own website! With pages in Portuguese and English this is a real support for Latin America.

Please visit:
www.br.paganfederation.org 
or www.paganfederation.org and follow the link.


PAYPAL FACILITIES
For overseas members living outside Holland and Belgium it is now possible to pay membership fees via a PayPal account with a credit card. Please go to the main site at www.paganfederation.org and follow the instructions.
NB Dutch and Belgian members please continue to pay DIRECTLY to your NC's Morgana (PFI Nederland) and Abrayim (PFI Belgie)
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PFI NEDERLAND CONFERENCE May 9-10 2003
The Conference is once again sold out!!! For the latest programme details please follow the links on www.paganfederation.org.


PFI Interactive Forum for Members and Non-Members:
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The Pagan Federation International is happy to announce that we now have an interactive Forum where non-members can post their Pagan related questions. Members who do not like to have their mailboxes filled with PFI Chat emails can are also more than welcomed to stop by and chat with both members and non-members. All languages are welcomed, however English is usually dominant.

Click below to stop by! 
PFI Forum 
or copy and paste this rather loooong URL into your browser!
http://pub27.bravenet.com/forum/show.php?usernum=2300993045&cpv=1 
20 Ways to not get invited back to circle

(with thanks to Nero PFI Brazil!)
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1. Take the ritual sword from the alter and make sounds like Darth Vader...
"Luke, I am your father!"...and start making light saber noises.

2. Start skat-singing when chanting.

3. Take the ritual athame from the alter and start cleaning your nails with it.

.4. When taking a sip of the ritual wine, act like a wine snob and comment on it.

5. When doing the spiral dance, make a conga line.

6. Call down the Goddess with "Get your ass down here, Big Momma!" .

7. Call down the God with "Our father,who art in heaven..."

8. When chanting the names of the Goddess, randomly include Pokemon names. .

9. When being smudged, complain about second-hand smoke.

10. In a drumming circle, laugh insanely and start drumming the beat to "Wipe Out".
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11. When in a skyclad circle, randomly point and laugh.

12. When the ritual wine goblet is passed to you, chug it and ask for more.

13. Invoke Satan.

14. Take out a bible and start evangelizing.

15. Light up a cigar.

16. Bring a cute furry creature and offer it as a blood sacrifice. .

17. Talk a lot about casting spells for revenge against people who have offended you.

18. At a handfasting say "Thank God! Maybe now I'll get some grandchildren!"

19. When in circle, answer your cell phone.

20. Respond to "So Mote it Be!" with "Amen!"
Book Reviews

By Sara, PFI ‘World’ Coordinator
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Celtic Wicca, Ancient Wisdom for the 21th century by Jane Raeburn,  Citadel Press, ISBN 0-8065-2229-1

Books about something Celtic and Wicca written by an American, unfortunalty brings out my deepest fears which this time was proven wrong. Eventhough I myself is one of these people who dabble in something which I call…well I am a wiccan…hm…working with the “celtic”. What is Celtic, really? What do we know? One thing we do know however, there are no handwritten documents by druids handed down to us, which is a shame. There are only artefacts, objects left. There are a few accounts written by other people and most likely bias and we got the poems and storys filtrated through christianity and written down by monks. Of course there are some bodies in bogs left aswell for us to wonder about. Today, some historians even questions the idea of aCeltic race/tribe, maybe it was just a fashion for a certain class? This book is  a nice book, rather down to earth and do-it-yourself. It is quite basic and written with explanations about Wicca and for example ethics. She gives some handy tips about meditations and exercises for casting the circle and focusing. The thing I remember most is her way of presenting a choosen few gods and goddesses. She talkes about their history and also gives an example of a ritual for each deity. I like her presentation of Coventina and Rosmerta, not the most common goddesses around in Celtic books. She also gives an introduction for Cerridwen eventhough Missus Cerridwen did not turn up until the 9th century according to Raeburn. Cerridwen still have a place in the book because of the value she has today in the lives of us neo-pagans. 

If you are into the celtic and want a nice and friendly book, buy it or borrow it from the closest pagan!

Druid Priestess 

An intimate journey through the pagan year by Emma Restall Orr, Thorsons ISBN 0-00-710769-2

This is a spiritual and very personal journey indeed, through love, fear, magic – life in itself. Emma Restall Orr, head of The Druid Network, gave a good and thoughtful speech at the latest PF-conference in Croydon  and I am not disappointed by her book. So rarely does someone write a book like this, like a mixture of poetry, dreams, visions, lessons, facts, experiences and psychology. For me this is a quite different approach to the pagan year. She does not only write about the nature during the year but also about big issues in our lives – pregnancy, birth, commitment and death. Emma tells about each festival in many parts. She mixes stories about her own personal experiences, her thoughts on each festival, actual rituals and what happened, flashbacks of her childhood and trance, magical and shape shifting experiences. I have to admit not to understand everything she writes, maybe you have to have had the feelings and visions too, to fully understand. In a way, it does not really matter for me, I want to read the book again and I sure want to read other things she has written and more about Druidcraft in general. 

This is a fantastic book! 

- Sara

Witch Prayer

Anonymous 16th century

(Published in E. Jong, Witches, New York, 1981)

For all those who died – stripped naked, shaved, shorn.

For all those who screamed in vain to the Great Goddess, only to have their tongues ripped out by the root.

For those who were pricked, racked, broken on the wheels for the sins of their Inquisitors.

For all those whose beauty stirred their torturers to fury; and for those whose ugliness did the same.

For all those who were neither ugly, nor beautiful, but only women who would not submit.

For all those quick fingers, broken in the vice.

For all those soft arms, pulled from their sockets.

For all those budding breasts, ripped with hot pincers.

For all those midwives, killed merely for the sin of delivering man to an imperfect world.

For all those witch-women, my sisters, who breathed freer as the flames took them, knowing as they shed their female bodies, the seared flesh falling like fruit in the flames, that death alone would cleanse them of the sin for which they died – the sin of being born a woman who is more than the sum of her parts.

Little Heathen Girl on the Hill

by Ian Elliott
for Khalida


The following verse developed from a daydream.  I imagined that just for a few minutes I was allowed to go back in time to pre-christian Europe.  I found myself on a hill on a lovely blue afternoon.  There was an elm tree on the hill, and under it a little girl with two thick blonde pigtails was threading flower-bracelets.  I asked her what she knew about the world, about life and death and the Gods.  She answered me in a sort of sing-song, as if reciting a lesson learned (no doubt) from the local priest, and this is something like what she told me:

A Pagan Credo:

The Sun is my Father, The Earth is my Mother, The Moon is her mirror

The Planets are his other wives -

They are barren.  Only my Mother is fertile!

The blue sky is the Sun’s meadow,

Where we all live.

The night is a great dark forest surrounding our meadow on every side.

The stars are other meadows in the forest far away.

When I die, I shall sink down into my Mother’s womb

To rest and grow young again,

In the arms of my dear dead,

In the lodge of the Old Ones.

When the cycles come round I shall fly up to the Moon, Mother’s mirror.

And when it is full of bright young spirits,

Down we shall fall in the blessed rain.

The black earth will drink us,

The trees drink us too.

The fields will sprout herbs,

The trees will drop fruit.

On Walpurgis-night, or Midsummer’s Eve,

I’ll wait in the apple,

I’ll watch in the parsley.

Robin or Marian will happen along,

Spy me, pluck me, gulp me down!

Two by two into the thickets they go,

Loving all night in the Mother’s soft gaze.

Nine months later I’ll open my eyes

And weep as they tie up my navel-string.

Thus life after life we tread the round,

School and holidays, until we grow wise.

When we grow up, then they’ll give us real work:

For the Gods need our help, though they don’t tell us why.

Then, at the end, she put her head on one side, looked up at me and said, “Poor man!  Don’t you know anything at all?”

Then I vanished.
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The next issue of Pagan World will be published

on July 1 2003.

Please send in your articles by June 21 2003 by

email, Word, Microsoft Publisher or typed.

PaganWorld@paganfederation.org
or by snailmail to:

Diana Aventina, Zonhoevestraat 10, bus 1,

3740 Bilzen, Belgium

See you next season!- Diana
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